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The Tropical Fruits Inc.
FRUIT JUICE
Fruit Juice is the newsletter of The Tropical Fruits Inc., Australia’s largest regional community-based LGBTIQ
organisation based in Lismore in the Northern Rivers of NSW.

CONTRIBUTIONS

Members of the community are welcomed and encouraged to make contributions to Fruit Juice.
Please submit items to fruits@tropicalfruits.org.au. Articles in Fruit Juice cannot be reproduced without permission.

DISCLAIMER

The views expressed in this newsletter do not necessarily reflect the opinions of The Tropical Fruits Inc., it’s associates or the Editor. Publication of contributions will be at the discretion of the Editor and The Tropical Fruits Inc. Any
contributions containing racist, sexist, homo/transphobic or defamatory remarks will not be published.

2018 MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Chair:

Special Member:

Brett Paradise - 0473 410 350

Kate Steel - 0429 005 048

Special Member:

Event Co-ordinator:

Kam McNeill - 0401 292 134

Ali Corfield - 0422 642 022

Secretary:

Special Member:

Caleb Barker - 0499 796 896

Neil Hendriks - 0414 475 701

Public Officer:

Treasurer:

Greg Jakes - 0410 486 262

Ian Gray (Uncle) - 0407 891 913

Special Member:

Fresh Fruits Coordinator:

Nerida Barclay
c/- Headspace (02) 6622 6440
enquiries@headspace-lismore.org.au

Kenny Beilby - 0432 287 167

Special Member:

Penny Clifford - 0417 771 661

Club Manager

Kelly Freeman (acting to 7/18)
Marie Reilly (from 8/18)
Phone: 02 6622 6440

Bookkeeper

Production Assistant

Forte Smirinovs
accounts@tropicalfruits.org.au

Email: fruits@tropicalfruits.org.au

THE FRUIT BOWL
Members and friends are always welcome at the
Tropical Fruits Clubhouse, The Fruit Bowl.
Please phone or email first to ensure we’ll be there
to greet you.
Tropical Fruits is a largely volunteer-run and
managed organisation so we may not always be
available.

Kelly Freeman (from 8/18)
Phone: 02 6622 6440

production@tropicalfruits.org.au

OFFICE HOURS
Administration & Events:
Wed-Thu-Fri: 10am to 5pm - Admin. & Events.
Bookkeeper, Treasury:
Wed: 10am to 3pm

Always remember to phone ahead if you are
planning to visit outside these hours.
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AGM Notice
The AGM on 31 March is your
chance to stand up, put your hand
up, vote and get involved.
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Opening Parade +
Camping Party Pics
Because three parties just aren’t
enough! Opening parade plus
camping party pics.

05.

Pages 9, 10 & 12

‘SHINE’ New Year’s Eve
Pics from the Cabaret and Party
on the big night.

Pages 13-14, 16-18

Pool Party + Recovery
Pool Party + Recovery pics
complete the set.

Pages 20 & 21

Here’s the Squeeze ...
Scott Harlum, Fruit Juice Editor

If, as they say, a picture is worth a thousand words, this issue of The Fruit Juice might be dubbed the
War and Peace issue. It’s packed full of pics which capture the colour and movement of the New Year’s
Eve Festival that was ‘SHINE 2018’.
What an apt theme ‘SHINE’ was - surveying the showgrounds as I entered the party this year, I reckon
it sparkled better than ever. It felt well planned, and executed with love by Fruit’s dedicated organisers
and wonderful volunteers. It was suitably polished to mark our 30th year.
Thirty Years! It’s worth stopping for a minute to ponder that. There are a few people who can remember
that far back, and it’s perhaps more revealing of my age than I’d like that I can remember my first Fruits
NYE party. My first was 25 years ago. I was 21, wide-eyed and naive and living in Brisbane. Back then
the party was held on the football grounds at the northern entrance to Lismore along the Bangalow
Road. Drag shows were performed from the tray of a truck trailer (weather-permitting), and the dancehalls were canvass marquees.

Thirty years on, and those early organisers are now revered for their
vision and determination. What a legacy they’ve left, and what an
amazing 30 years it’s been!
I didn’t have the honour back then of meeting the people who’d instigated and organised Tropical Fruits.
They were different times, and aside from the opportunities they provided to party and dance, Tropical
Fruits parties served to bring people together. I wonder if the organisers back then ever imagined the
Tropical Fruits we know today? Could they have imagined the lifelong friendships, the love, and the
relationships which formed on those dancefloors. Could they have imagined how many drew the strength
to ‘come out’, developed pride in that which made them different, or drew strength from knowing they
were not alone, because of Tropical Fruits.
Thirty years on, and those early organisers are revered for their vision and their determination. And so
they should be! What a legacy they’ve left, and what an amazing 30 years it’s been!
As we embark on Fruit’s 31st year I feel privileged to be able to jump back in the saddle to put together
our magazine, Fruit Juice. On behalf of the entire Fruity community I want to acknowledge and thank
Uncle Ian (Teacosy) Gray for his hard work and dedication to Fruit Juice as editor for the past four years.
Ian gives of his time and his energy in so many ways, and in return we offer our deep love and respect.
You’ll no doubt notice this issue is missing many of the regular features - the updates from Fresh Fruits,
the Landcare group and others - you’ve come to expect. Fear not, they’ll be back. We’re aiming to publish
five issues of Fruit Juice this year, so as we gear up for that, I hope you’ll forgive me for this ‘Fruit JuiceLite’ issue to kick things off.
Speaking of future issues, a ‘squeeze’ from me wouldn’t be complete without a plug for content. Poetry,
prose, photographs, you name it, if it’s Fruity I’m interested in publishing it. Material can be submitted to
fruits@tropicalfruits.org.au. Go on, be brave, and get yourself in print.
Fruitfully Yours,
Scott Harlum
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INVITATION AND NOTICE OF
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF
THE TROPICAL FRUITS INC.
You are invited to attend the Tropical Fruits Annual General
Meeting (AGM) for 2019 at

11am, Sunday, 31 March 2019
at the

Fruit Bowl, 111 Phyllis Street,
South Lismore.
The AGM will be followed by a BBQ lunch (BYOG) and Community Forum and which will conclude by 4pm.
The committee encourages you to make every effort to attend the
AGM and have your say on the future of our beloved Tropical Fruits.
The main items for the AGM will be the election of the management
committee for 2019.
Nominations for the committee:
If you wish to nominate for a committee position, the Secretary must receive your
nomination form by 11am Sunday March 24th 2018.
Proxies:
If you are unable to attend, please send in your proxy form which must be received
by 11am Saturday March 30th 2018.
Please note only financial members can vote at the AGM. A current financial member is one who
has paid their fees (due one year from when they joined or renewed their membership). Existing
members can renew any time up until the commencement of the AGM. Applications by new members must be approved by the Committee. The last Committee meeting before the AGM will be held
on Wednesday March 27th 2019. Non-financial members are encouraged to still attend and participate in discussions but do not have any voting rights.
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Our Volunteers SHINE!

Photos by
Brad Mustow
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Photos
by Brad
Mustow
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SHINE Parade Soirée

Photos
by Brad
Mustow
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Photos by
Brad Mustow
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SHINE Festival Angel
Volunteer Draw
This year’s sweet ANGEL volunteer draw winner
is Jackson Harris, SHINE’s 2IC Volunteer Site
Manager. Jackson has won “The Snake At Work”
by *Leigh Arnold, a fantastic local artist who has
generously donated the art work.

Tropical Fruits is dedicated to keeping our culture ‘Fruity’ with our motto “Fun, Safe and Inclusive”. The “Consent is Fruity” campaign seeks
to promote a culture of consent and respect
so that everyone in our diverse community can
have fun and feel safe & included. Check out
the posters included in this issue of Fruit Juice
and get talking about consent.
Fruity culture is everyone’s business!

Thank you, Jackson and all our amazing and
dedicated volunteers. You are Tropical Fruits and
it is your talent and hard work that creates this
Festival where we all can SHINE so brightly.
*Leigh Arnold is a Lismore-based artist who
approaches art with an individual vision. He
explores a space outside our immediate, physical
world. Taking inspiration from quantum physics,
astronomy, mathematics, string theory and other
arcane cosmologies, Arnold makes paintings that
trick and delight the eye. The works come to life
further with the optional use of 3D glasses, which
extends them into an unexpected place of fun
and wonder.
To watch the Angel Volunteer Prize draw:

SHINE NYE
FESTIVAL
FEEDBACK SURVEY
Please tell us what you thought
about the Festival.
Complete the survey and go in the
draw to win a pair of tickets to this
year’s Tropical Fruits NYE Festival.
To complete the survey:
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SHINE Camping Party

Photos by
Brad Mustow
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SHINE Cabaret

Photos
by Brad Mustow
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Photos by
Brad Mustow
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SHINE New Year’s Eve Party

Photos by
Brad Mustow
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Photos by
Jason Nicol
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Photos by
Brad Mustow
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SHINE Pool Party

Photo above by
Jason Nicol
Other Photos by
Brad Mustow
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SHINE Recovery Party
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Photos by
Brad Mustow
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LGBTIQ Community Directory
Queer Beers Lismore

LISMORE/NIMBIN

Men’s Lounge, Lismore

Facebook - Queer Beers Lismore
Good company, food, drinks & beats on the 4th
Sunday of every month, 4-8pm for the LGBTIQ
community at the Northern Rivers Hotel North
Lismore.

Russell Ph: 0481 117 121
menslounge2480@gmail.com
A group of gay and bisexual men who meet at
the Tropical Fruit Bowl in South Lismore on the
second Friday of each month.

Radical Faeries Ozfaeries/
Northern Rivers Faeries

Trans and Gender Diverse
Social Group, Lismore

Facebook - ozfaeries
Facebook - northernriversfaeries
These Facebook groups facilitate Faeries to connect and support each other across Australia or
locally in the Northern Rivers to promote faerie
related events and celebrations.
This is a closed group.

Faeryland Sanctuary
www.ozfaeries.com

Fresh Fruits LGBTIQ Social Group

Ph: 6625 0200
enquiries@headspace-lismore.org.au
LGBTIQ+ youth social group meets every second
Monday for young people 16-25 years old.

Sungayz Nimbin

Brendan Ph: 0487 834 980
Good company, food & drinks (and maybe a
show!) each month for Queers and their dears at
the Nimbin Bowlo 1-7pm.

Mal Ph: 0422 397 754
nrgenderdiverse@outlook.com
A monthly casual get-together for transgender,
gender diverse, gender non-conforming or
gender questioning people, sister- girls and
brotherboys.

Lismore Campus SCU Queer Collective

Facebook - Lismore Campus SCU Queer
Collective
A social group for queer students and their allies.

Lismore Lads Club Lunch

Facebook - lismore lad’s club
A monthly social get together of gay guys
living with or affected by HIV, and our friends
and supporters. This is a closed group.

TWEED/COOLANGATTA
AllSorts LGBTIQ and Gender Diverse Youth
Group on the Tweed

Tammie Ph: 07 5589 1800 | 0439 947 566.
Meets monthly for LGBTI & gender diverse young
people aged 16 to 24 years in the Tweed.

Rainbow Alliance SCU Gold Coast Campus

Facebook - GCRainbowAlliance
Promoting a safe, open, and inclusive
community for queer students and allied
friends studying, living, and playing on the Gold
Coast.
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Compass Tweed /Southern
Gold Coast LGBTIQAP+ Youth Network

Claire Ph: 07 5589 8700 ccottone@headspace-tweed.org.au Compass is a youth-driven
net- work of community members and service
providers uniting to provide safety, support, acceptance and celebration for LGBTIQAP+ young
people in the Tweed Shire and Southern Gold
Coast.

LGBTIQ Community Directory
BYRON/MULLUM/BALLINA/BRUNSWICK
Gay Tennis in Mullumbimby

Contact ACON Northern Rivers
Ph: 6622 1555
northernrivers@ acon.org.au
A long running social tennis group that meets
Wednesday nights, 6pm at the
Mullumbimby Tennis Courts.

Queer Beers Brunswick Heads

Facebook - Queer Beers
Mixed gender, monthly social in the beer garden at
the Brunswick Heads Hotel.

GRAFTON

Rainbow Cafe

RSVP Ph: 0428 432 440
First Friday of the month from 6pm at the Naked
Bean Cafe, 34 Skinner St. Sth Grafton.

Clarence Rainbow Women

Ph: 0457 141 206
email: clarencerainbowwomen3@gmail.com
A group of same sex attracted women in the Clarence Valley meet every 2nd.Saturday of the month
in Grafton.

NORTHERN RIVERS
OLGA-Older Lesbian & Gay Action

Facebook: Olga Northern Rivers NSW
A support & social group for Northen rivers Older
LGBTIQ folk. Puts on irregular croquet games.

Northern Rivers Transgender & Gender
Diverse Network

Facebook: Northern Rivers Trans* &
Gender Diverse Group
A Facebook group for trans & gender diverse
community of the Northern Rivers area. To help
bring together people in the area for support
and local resources.

Lantana Lesbians Facebook Group, Northern
Rivers

Email Sarah to join sarahsongbird@hotmail.com
A Facebook network of coastal
and inland women for promotion of events, social
and sporting outings & informal get-togethers.

Northern Rivers LGBTIQ Alliance

Facebook - northern rivers LGBTIQ Alliance
A local inter-agency that brings together community welfare, health, disability, ageing, and other
concerned groups/organisations regularly to network, share ideas and put on events.

Northern Rivers Gay Men

Facebook - northern rivers gay men
A private group page where mature gay men in
Nth NSW/SEQLD can get to know each other and
organise social get-togethers. This is a closed
group.

FIERCE FM - RIVER FM 92.9 LISMORE
Hosted by Peter Lehner
8-10pm Wednesdays 12-2am Saturdays
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